
Byron “Barney” Hanks
OV Custodian & Bus Driver 1954 - 1985 

In 1954,Barney began working as a bus driver & custodian at 
Gustafson School before assuming the position as head 
Custodian at the OV Middle School for over 19 years.
Barney’s true service to the district went well beyond his 
official duties. From learning extra work skills such as boiler 
& plumbing repair to  help the district save money to building 
book shelving in the library, he was there to serve.
Barney loved to help our kids. He sold Xmas trees in his front 
yard & donated the profits to the Kids Camp Fund. He worked 
Saturdays so there could be kids roller skating. He would even 
take a sick child home when a parent wasn’t able to pick them 
up. Behind the scenes, he would check his building every 
weekend for damage or break-ins & would be the first to 
respond to any building alarm. He would even pitch in to help 
clean the buses on weekends if a driver was unable.
Barney took pride in his work & how well his buildings looked & 
it showed. More importantly, both kids & staff knew Barney 
cared for them and wanted to give them the best that he had... 
Himself  
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