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For over 31 years, Jerry was an outstanding & much loved For over 31 years, Jerry was an outstanding & much loved 
teacher, coach & administrator at OV. He spent the first 16 years teacher, coach & administrator at OV. He spent the first 16 years 
teaching 4th & 5th grades at Gustafson & OV Elementary where teaching 4th & 5th grades at Gustafson & OV Elementary where 
he made learning a fun filled experience and almost weekly he made learning a fun filled experience and almost weekly 
treated students to lunch. Later, he taught for 2 years as a treated students to lunch. Later, he taught for 2 years as a 
Middle School Science teacher who truly energized his students, Middle School Science teacher who truly energized his students, 
even leading them in the Science Olympiad. He was an exceptional even leading them in the Science Olympiad. He was an exceptional 
caring mentor to all his students. caring mentor to all his students. 
As a Principal at all levels, Jerry was a creative, innovative & As a Principal at all levels, Jerry was a creative, innovative & 
unifying force with the staff, while never losing sight of his high unifying force with the staff, while never losing sight of his high 
expectations for student learning. At OVHS Jerry established expectations for student learning. At OVHS Jerry established 
Advanced Placement courses & provided  additional staff Advanced Placement courses & provided  additional staff 
training opportunities. He brought new life to our National training opportunities. He brought new life to our National 
Honor Society & returned graduation to the campus. Honor Society & returned graduation to the campus. 
Jerry loved OV & showed that so often by initiating & Jerry loved OV & showed that so often by initiating & 
volunteering for countless school improvement projects volunteering for countless school improvement projects 
throughout the district. In addition to his educational throughout the district. In addition to his educational 
leadership, over the years he hosted several field trips, leadership, over the years he hosted several field trips, 
celebrations and gatherings at his family farm. celebrations and gatherings at his family farm. 
He was a founding member of the OV Education Foundation, He was a founding member of the OV Education Foundation, 
providing funding for many special projects throughout our providing funding for many special projects throughout our 
district. He also chaired the OV Wall of Honor committee that district. He also chaired the OV Wall of Honor committee that 
highlights & honors our exemplary graduates, community highlights & honors our exemplary graduates, community 
members & staff with plaques located in the high school members & staff with plaques located in the high school 
commons. Mostly though, he is acommons. Mostly though, he is a proud OV Cardinal for life.  proud OV Cardinal for life. 
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