
James NielsenJames Nielsen

1983 OV Graduate 1983 OV Graduate 

1985 Graduate, Muskegon Community 1985 Graduate, Muskegon Community 
College, Associates DegreeCollege, Associates Degree

1987 Graduate, Grand Valley State 1987 Graduate, Grand Valley State 
University, Bachelors Degree in University, Bachelors Degree in 
EducationEducation

1991 Graduate, Western Michigan 1991 Graduate, Western Michigan 
University,  Masters Degree in University,  Masters Degree in 
Educational LeadershipEducational Leadership

Hired by OV as a Kindergarten teacher Hired by OV as a Kindergarten teacher 
in 1987 and later moved into in 1987 and later moved into 
administration in 1995 serving over the administration in 1995 serving over the 
years as Athletic Director, Dean of years as Athletic Director, Dean of 
Students, Assistant High School Students, Assistant High School 
Principal and Middle School PrincipalPrincipal and Middle School Principal

Received Outstanding Alumni Received Outstanding Alumni 
Administrator Award from GVSU in 2007Administrator Award from GVSU in 2007

Part of group awarded MASA Winners Part of group awarded MASA Winners 
Circle for Innovative Educational Circle for Innovative Educational 
Programs.Programs.

Became OV Superintendent of Schools Became OV Superintendent of Schools 
in 2015.in 2015.
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