
Jan Agard
OV Educator 1968-1987

Jan Agard began her career as an English instructor at OV in Jan Agard began her career as an English instructor at OV in 
1967 and spent the next 20 years helping to change students 1967 and spent the next 20 years helping to change students 
lives.lives.

Inside Jan’s classroom was never a boring place because she Inside Jan’s classroom was never a boring place because she 
refused to allow it to be. While instruction was paramount, refused to allow it to be. While instruction was paramount, 
creating an environment that allowed learning was equally so. creating an environment that allowed learning was equally so. 
Fun was allowed, but one’s best was always expected.Fun was allowed, but one’s best was always expected.

Outside the classroom, Jan was always available to instruct, Outside the classroom, Jan was always available to instruct, 
help, mentor or just be a listening ear if one was needed. Many help, mentor or just be a listening ear if one was needed. Many 
of her students had their life changed by her willingness to of her students had their life changed by her willingness to 
“be there” when needed.“be there” when needed.

Upon leaving OV, Jan continued her career as an English Upon leaving OV, Jan continued her career as an English 
instructor at Muskegon Community College. However, her time instructor at Muskegon Community College. However, her time 
at OV will be long remembered not just for her instruction, but at OV will be long remembered not just for her instruction, but 
for her devotion to helping her students achieve.for her devotion to helping her students achieve.
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