
JosephJoseph Gabriel  Gabriel 

1994 OV Graduate1994 OV Graduate      

A graduate of Lake Superior State A graduate of Lake Superior State 
with a criminal justice degree, Joe with a criminal justice degree, Joe 
began his career as a police officer began his career as a police officer 
& firefighter for Coldwater Public & firefighter for Coldwater Public 
Safety but always wanted to come Safety but always wanted to come 
back to his hometown. In 2000, he back to his hometown. In 2000, he 
returned & joined the Muskegon returned & joined the Muskegon 
Sheriff's Department as a uniform Sheriff's Department as a uniform 
deputy sheriff.deputy sheriff.
but Joe always wanted to contribute but Joe always wanted to contribute 
more. beyond his many uniform more. beyond his many uniform 
duties, he also served as an duties, he also served as an 
undercover detective to help keep undercover detective to help keep 
drugs out of young peoples hands & drugs out of young peoples hands & 
was a member of the Muskegon was a member of the Muskegon 
County Response Team (SWAT) County Response Team (SWAT) 
In 2003, Joe was awardedIn 2003, Joe was awarded  the the 
sheriff’s “Life Saving Award” for sheriff’s “Life Saving Award” for 
selflessly going into high water to selflessly going into high water to 
save a young girl (in full uniform) save a young girl (in full uniform) 
who most who most definitelydefinitely would have  would have 
drown. drown. 
Father, coach, officer, community Father, coach, officer, community 
contributor. OV lost a good onecontributor. OV lost a good one  
when Joe passed away at the young when Joe passed away at the young 
age of 39.age of 39.
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