
Patrick Shafer
OV Educator, Administrator & Community 

Education Director 1964 - 2001
IN 1964 Patrick began his career at Orchard View  working as a 
teacher, coach and administrator. In 1969 he was selected as 
Orchard View’s & Muskegon County’s, 1st Community Education 
director, a position he served in for the next 32 years.
Patrick believed in life long learning & under his leadership OV 
Community Ed developed many new and innovative “first” 
programs to meet the needs/wants of our community. Programs 
such as Adult & Youth enrichment, Senior Citizen program, Adult 
High School Completion, GED prep & testing, Pre-school & 
Childcare programs & workshops, OV Travelers, & the Business 
& Industry program to name just a few.
Patrick’s desire to give our community a quality program earned 
him the Outstanding Community Education Director of the Year 
award in 1976 and the entire program the National Outstanding 
Organization of the year award shortly thereafter. He also 
served during his career as President of Michigan Community 
Education, the National Community Education Assoc. & the 
Executive Director of the Michigan Assoc. for Adult & 
Community Ed.
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